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Milwaukee Hispanics face wide income gap 

Staff The Business Journal, Mar 5, 2012  

Milwaukee's Hispanic population face one of the widest income gaps in the nation compared with 

white incomes. 

The city of Milwaukee's Hispanic population is a growing economic force, but the disparity between 

Hispanic incomes and white incomes is the second-worst in the state of Wisconsin and one of the 

worst among the nation's major metros. 

Hispanic Americans confront an income gap of at least 35 percent in every major metropolitan area 

across the nation. That's the disparity between per capita incomes for whites and Hispanics in 95 large 

metros, which includes Milwaukee, according to an On Numbers analysis of federal data. 

Los Angeles is the worst market for Hispanic earning power, despite the fact that two of every five 

residents in the region are Hispanic. The income gap in L.A. is 67.2 percent. The disparity in the 

Milwaukee-Waukesha-West Allis area is 60 percent. The Milwaukee area, where Hispanics make up 

8.9 percent of the population, has the 18th widest disparity among the 100 largest metros. 

In the state, only the Sheboygan metro has a wider gap, at 62 percent. Canton, Ill., is dead-last among 

markets of all sizes, with a disparity of 82.5 percent. 

Click here for database with breakdowns for all 737 metropolitan and micropolitan areas where at least 

2 percent of the residents are Hispanic. Use the tab to winnow the list to a single state, or simply hit 

Search to see the top-to-bottom national rankings. All ratios and ranks are based on data from the U.S. 

Census Bureau's 2010 American Community Survey. 

On Numbers made adjustments to federal data to isolate Hispanics as a distinct race. The Census 

Bureau classifies Hispanics as an ethnic group, assigning separate racial identities to individual 

Hispanics -- usually white or black. On Numbers removed those identities, and then compared the 

income levels of Hispanics and non-Hispanic whites. 

Data for this story was compiled by G. Scott Thomas of Bizjournals.com's On Numbers. 
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